
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

PRELUDE  Prayer, Gothic Suite Leon Boellmann  
  (1862-1897) 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH Dr. Matthew S. Brown 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.    

INTROIT O Jesus, Blest Redeemer Cleland McAfee 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl 

One:  Jesus calls to us: 
Many:  “Follow me.” 
One:  We have questions: 
Many:  “How do you know us? Will we be okay?” 
One:  Jesus sees us, exactly as we are. 
All:  And through Jesus’s eyes, we see love. Let us worship 
 our God of Love.  

* HYMN  O Sing a Song of Bethlehem    No. 308 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Covenantal God, just as you broke into the lives of Philip and 
Nathaniel, so you break into our lives and call our names. We 
confess that, among the many voices demanding our attention, we 
often miss yours. Forgive us, if you called us and we did not hear 
because we were not listening for you. We confess that sometimes 
we do not meet you where we expect to see you. Empower us to 
recognize and respond to you, Jesus, even when you call us from 
and into unfamiliar places. We confess that sometimes we do not 
respond to your voice because we are desperately trying to hide 
our mistakes, our weaknesses, our embarrassments. But you 
know it all, so we come before you now asking for your forgiveness 
and confident in your merciful grace. In your love, teach us to listen 
for and respond to your voice.  (silence) 

Leader:  Trusting your mercy, we lift these prayers to you in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our redeemer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

* RESPONSE OF PRAISE   Gloria Patri No. 567 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

ANTHEM God of Grace and Glory Douglas E. Wagner 
“…, on Your people pour Your power;  

crown Your ancient church’s story, 
bring its bud to glorious flower. 

 
*Please stand as you are able. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
for the facing of this hour. 

Lo, the hosts of evil ‘round us scorn Thy Christ, 
assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Calm Your children’s warring madness, 
bend our pride to Your control; 

shame our wanton selfish gladness, 
rich in things and poor in soul. 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of Your salvation be the glory evermore.” 

Chancel Choir 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP   Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

As the children four years old through third grade gather and recess to 
the Chapel for Children’s Worship, the congregation is invited to join in 
singing: 

What does the Lord require of you?   
What does the Lord require of you?   
To seek justice, and love kindness,  

and walk humbly with your God. 

Congregation:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
Children:  And also with you. 

What does the Lord require of you?   
What does the Lord require of you?   
To seek justice, and love kindness,  

and walk humbly with your God. 

The children will return to join their families at the Doxology. 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  Dr. Brown 

READING FROM THE GOSPELS 
 John 1:43-51 Pew Bible pp. 92-93 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Parochial Haze Dr. Brown 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Confession of 1967, 9.15 
 Rev. Whitney Bayer 

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human 
mind.  Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, 
wisdom, and goodness.  But God reveals divine love in Jesus 
Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the 
folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and 
women.  The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world 
discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all 
things to serve the purpose of God’s love. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Rev. Bayer 

. . . “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.” Amen. 

OFFERTORY Suite in b minor, Rondeau  J. S. Bach 
 Laura Schelhammer, flute 

* DOXOLOGY  No. 592 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures 
here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)   Rev. Tidwell-Weinzierl 

Holy God, you create us and you love us. You call us by name and 
respond to our needs. May we honor you with the gifts that we 
bring. Use them to share your love with a broken world, and use us 
as agents of your grace. Amen.  

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS 

Litany Frank Graham, Clerk of Session, 2017-2018 

One: As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 

Many: There is one body and one Spirit, just as we were called to 
the one hope of our calling. 

One: In baptism, Mary Elledge, Guy Gosnell, Greg Hobby, and Melissa 
White were clothed with Christ, and are now called by God through the 
voice of the church to enter into ministries of service and governance, 
announcing in word and deed the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Many: We remember with joy our common calling to serve Christ, 
and we celebrate God’s particular call to our brothers and sisters. 

One: There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives 
them. 

Many: There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same 
Lord who is served. 

One: God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s 
purpose that is accomplished. 

Many: To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common 
good. 

All:  Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members 
of it. 

Presentation of Candidates Dr. Brown  

To be Installed, Class of 2020 
Guy Gosnell and Melissa White 

To be Ordained and Installed, Class of 2020 
Mary Elledge and Greg Hobby 



Statement on the Nature of the Office of Ruling Elder  
 Rev. Bayer 

Constitutional Questions to the Ruling Elders            
Dr. Brown and Rev. Bayer 

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge Him Lord of all and 
Head of the church, and through Him believe in one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit? 

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by 
the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the 
church universal, and God’s Word to you? 

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed 
faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and 
reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will 
you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of 
God? 

Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority 
of Scripture, and continually guided by our confessions? 

Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its 
discipline?   

Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, 
subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your 
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love? 

Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for 
their worship, nurture, and service?  Will you share in government and 
discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you 
try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

Constitutional Questions to the Congregation    Frank Graham 

Do we, the members of the church, accept Mary Elledge, Guy Gosnell, 
Greg Hobby, and Melissa White as ruling elders chosen by God through 
the voice of this congregation to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ? 

Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their 
decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone 
is Head of the Church? 

Laying on of Hands and Prayer of Ordination and Installation Dr. Brown 

Charge to Ruling Elders Dr. Brown 

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD 

* HYMN  The Church’s One Foundation (v. 1-4)  No. 442 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Dr. Brown 

 
 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,   
 I can feel his mighty power and his grace.  
 I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face.  
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.  Amen. 

POSTLUDE  Jesus, Thou Art Ever My Life 
  Friedrich  Zachau (1663-1712) 

 

The Worship Service Notes 

Leading Worship this Morning   
 Dr. Matthew S. Brown, Pastor 
 Rev. Whitney Bayer, Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 
 Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation 
 Rev. Jessica Tidwell-Weinzierl, Director of Youth Ministry 
 Audrey McConnell, Director of Music 
 Laura Schelhammer, flute 
 Frank Graham, Clerk of Session 

Please sign the Friendship Register as it is passed 
To update contact information in our database, contact SMPCoffice 
@SMPChome.org.  

Text to Give 
As an alternative to the traditional offering plate, you may support 
SMPC using your mobile device by texting SMPC to 73256 or give 
online at www.SMPChome.org/Giving. 

Interested in joining South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church? 
The Session of South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church will welcome 
new members Sunday, January 28 at 11:45 a.m. in the Chapel. If you 
have interest in membership, speak to one of the pastors or with Nancy 
Metzler, Director of Hospitality & Connection, Nancy@smpchome.org, 
704-544-0404, ext. 103, following today’s service.  

Worship Teams  
Elders/Deacons:  Don Ayers, Maria Davis, Jeana Lee, Jeni Jacobus 
Ushers: John Luby, Head Usher; Debbie McConnell, John Sandeen, 
Carol & John Schierlmann, Larry Sellers 
A/V:  Gary Rawls 

Hospitality Teams 
Coffee Grounds Hosts:  Julie & Greg Hobby, Ron Morgan 
Greeters: Roberta Cianfrone, Lansie & Kevin Colin 

 

Congregational Notes (as of January 10, 2018) 

Remember in Prayer 

• Angela Fisher, who is in Hospice care 

• Earl Jones, husband of Marianne, who is in Hospice care 

• Our partners in ministry in Bayonnais, Haiti 

To join the prayer chain or send a prayer request: 

prayer@SMPChome.org 

 

   

 

A Service of Worship 
  

  

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 14, 2018 

 
10:30 a.m., Sanctuary  

Our Mission . . . to seek God’s will for our lives, 

joyfully responding to the Good News of Jesus Christ  

with Love and Grace. 

http://www.smpchome.org/Giving
mailto:Nancy@smpchome.org
mailto:prayer@SMPChome.org

